In 1954 (the year he completed his dissertation), Ransom won an American Political Science Congressional Fellowship, joining the first class of Fellows. Subsequently, he helped Charles Howell in an uphill and unsuccessful race for the Senate from New Jersey. After this rare setback, Ransom resumed an academic career, teaching briefly at Michigan State University before transferring in the spring of 1955 to Harvard, where he served on the faculty of a new graduate center: the Defense Studies Program (which Henry Kissinger joined as well). During his six years in this program, Ransom became increasingly interested in intelligence studies as an academic discipline. As he later wrote in an article, he was 'advised at every turn that the subject could not be studied . . . because the relevant information is secret'. Not easily deterred, Ransom soldiered on, producing his first book, Central Intelligence and National Security.
3 The CIA described this work as the 'best current account of the development, organization, and problems of the US intelligence system'.
Ransom returned to Nashville in 1961 and remained on the political science faculty at Vanderbilt as a beloved figure until his retirement in 1987. His wife founded and directed the Margaret Cunningham Women's Center at the University. Throughout this period and into the twenty-first century, Ransom testified before congressional committees and continued to write about intelligence. He also regularly attended professional conferences, with the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association and the International Studies Association his favorites. In 1999, Professor Ransom became the first recipient of the ISA's Intelligence Studies Section 'Distinguished Scholar Award'.
Scholars working on intelligence topics steadily consulted him. I considered him an invaluable mentor. I visited him periodically in Nashville and he came to my campus in Athens, Georgia. He would patiently read and comment on manuscripts for colleagues. 'Not so many adjectives,' he jotted on one of my more exuberant essays, 'keep it simple'. In 2007, Ransom sat down for a formal interview with this journal; 4 and, that same year, he wrote a wonderful reminiscence about his many decades of studying intelligence.
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Harry Ransom enjoyed a happy life with an exceptional family that included his wife, three children, three grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. His work will continue to influence intelligence scholars; and, on a personal level, he will be missed deeply by those who had the good fortune to know this humble and brilliant gentleman. 
